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pressed that the first course should be actively pursued/ On
this basis the details were worked out. The German army
should be limited to 200,000 men, but it should be allowed
a twelve months' service. Bigger tanks and bigger guns
should be considered.

This Memorandum did not save Disarmament but it
made Eden. On February the 6th Sir John Simon ex-
plained the Memorandum, and in doing so announced that
as a means of turning it to the best account the Lord Privy
Seal would as soon as possible visit Paris, Rome, and Berlin
in order to explain the British point of view, and to find out
by direct contact the reactions of the other Governments to
the Memorandum. Simon's explanation did not rouse the
House to enthusiasm nor encourage the hope that Eden's
explanation would be any more popular. Simon's proposi-
tions were that a certain measure of German rearmament
should be allowed because her claim to equality of rights
could not and ought not to be resisted, and while the imme-
diate abandonment of the Versailles clauses was not practical
politics, the provisions for more frequent consultation in the
Memorandum would give the Convention greater validity
without in any way cornmitting Great Britain in advance.

This particular brand of realism made Eden's task im-
possible. We were in no way committed, why were we
bothering? We were backing our offer with a threat. The
most significant passage in Sir John's speech was the warning
that if the Memorandum was turned down we should have
to look to our defences.

Eden left for his first grand tour on February the i6th. He
was entering a bloodstained infuriated Europe. But a week
before, fifteen people had been killed and over two hundred
wounded in the Place de la Concorde, The financial scandals
associated with the name of Stavisky had caused the down-
fall of two Governments. Daladier's handling of the situation
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